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Special Issue - 2003 L egislative Session Vote Record

68 legidator s score
perfect vote records
with Farm Bureau

Twenty state senators and 48 state
representatives had perfect voting records on
key issues tracked by the Washington Farm
Bureau during the 2003 legislative session.

Farm Bureau selected 13 votes in the
Senate and 12 in the House to rate how
lawmakers supported agriculture. The voting
records for all 49 senators and 98
representatives appear on the following
pages.

“Publishing vote records is one way for
voters to hold their elected officials
accountable,” said Dan Wood, director of
government relations for the Washington
Farm Bureau. “It's important for our
members to know who in the Legidature is
supporting family farmers and who isn't.”

The voting records will also be provided
to county Farm Bureau candidate evauation
committees, which make recommendations
to the Washington Farm Bureau Political
Action Committee, and will be used as one
factor in choosing Farm Bureau's Legislator
of the Year awards for the House and Senate.

Farm Bureau backed each of the measures
tracked in the vote record, soa“Y” or “yes’
vote in the tables indicates support for Farm
Bureau's position. An “n” or “no” vote was
counter to Farm Bureau’s position. An “¢”
indicates the legislator was excused during
the floor vote.

A synopsis of the key hills follows:

RMAP (HB1095) — Requires state
funding to remove fish blockages, eliminates
or delays planning report requirements, and
exempts some farm and residentia forestland
roads from Road Maintenance and
Abandonment Plan requirements.

Drainage Infrastructure (HB1418) —
Exempts drainage infrastructure, including
tide gates, from fish-passage requirements.

Drainage Facilities (HB1420) —
Clarifies that special districts can provide
drainage infrastructure and tide gates.

Game Damage to Crops (HB1512) —
Directs the state Department of Fish and
Wildlife to authorize specia hunts to reduce
crop damages caused by wildlife.

Agency Rules (HB1530) — Provided
that agency rules could be challenged in
Superior Court in any county where the
plaintiff lives, owns property or operates a
business, instead of only in Thurston County.
Gov. Locke vetoed the measure.

Agency Rule Approval (HB1531) —
Required the governor’s approva of
significant agency rules, providing for more
oversight and accountability of state
agencies. Gov. Locke vetoed the measure.

County Ag Tax Exemption (HB1677)
— Would have allowed counties to exempt
agricultural equipment from taxation as
persona property. Passed the House 94-0; no
Senate vote.

Water Pollution (HB5028) — Affirms
that legal water diversions are not pollution.

Trapping (SSB5179) — Would have
allowed use of body-gripping traps to control
moles, voles, gophers, nutria, mountain
beaver and other nuisance wildlife. Would
have allowed farmers and ranchers to obtain
state permit to use traps to protect crops and
livestock. Gov. Locke vetoed the hill.

GMA Boards (SSB5282) — Would have
eliminated Growth Management Hearings
Boards. Passed the Senate 29-20; no House
vote.

Workers' Compensation (SSB5378) —
Would have simplified the workers
compensation calculations, saving the system
as much as $100 million per year. Passed the

Senate; no vote in House Commerce and
Labor Committee.

Agricultural Workers (2SSB5890) —
Initiates a pilot project to determine the
feasibility and benefits of medical monitoring
of agricultural workers using pesticides.
Expresses a legidative interest in the process
of cholinesterase monitoring regulations and
provides funding for farmers who may be
subject to regulations.

Unemployment (SB6097) — Provides
that unemployment insurance benefits may
only be charged to the individual's separating
employer if the individual left work
voluntarily for good cause. Seasonal
employee benefits during a seasonal work
period may only be charged to the
contribution paying seasonal employer.
Wages are determined based on wage data
from the previous year, rather than the
previous three years. An experience rate is
assigned to an employer based on layoff
history and allocated into 40 rate classes with
rates ranging from 0-5.4 percent.
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Subscribe to Legidletter

This special Vote Record issue of
L egisletter isbeing provided to all
farmer and business members of the
Washington Farm Bureau.

L egisletter provides updates and
analysis of legislation affecting
farmers and ranchers.

Itis published weekly by the
WFB Government Relations Depart-
ment when the Legislatureisin
session.

Itisavailable freeto Farm
Bureau members by e-mail or U.S.
Postal Service. To receivethisyear’s
L egisletter wrap-up, send an e-mail
request to sdilley@wsfb.com or call
(800) 331-3276.
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key Farm Bureau
issues - 2003

House vote on

FB Position:

Rep. Alexander

Rep. Anderson

Rep. Armstrong

Rep. Campbell

Rep. Chandler

Rep. Clements

Rep. Clibborn

Rep. Condotta
Rep. Conway

Rep. Darneille

Rep. DeBolt

Rep. Dickerson
Rep. Dunshee
Rep. Edwards

Rep. Eickmeyer
Rep. Ericksen

Rep. Flannigan

Rep. Fromhold

Rep. Gombosky

Rep. Hatfield
Rep. Hinkle

Rep. Hankins

Rep. Holmquist
Rep. Hudgins
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key Farm Bureau
issues - 2003

House vote on

FB Position:

Rep. Kristianse

Rep. Linville

Rep. Lovick

Rep. McCoy

Rep. McDermott
Rep. McDonald

Rep. Mclntire

Rep. McMorris

Rep. Miloscia

Rep. Morrell
Rep. Morris

Rep. Murray

Rep. Newhouse
Rep. Nixon

Rep. Orcuitt

Rep. Pettigrew

Rep. Rockefeller
Rep. Romero

Rep. Ruderman

Rep. Schindler

Rep. Schoesler

Rep. Schual-Ber

Rep. Simpson
Rep. Sullivan

Rep. Talcott

Rep. Upthegrove
Rep. Veloria

Rep. Wallace
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key Farm Bureau
Issues - 2003

Senate vote on

Sen. Brandland
Sen. Brown

Sen. Doumit

Sen. Finkbeiner

Sen. Franklin

Sen. Hewitt

Sen. Hargrove

Sen. Honeyford

Sen. Johnson

Sen. Kline

Sen. Kohl-Welle
Sen. McAuliffe
Sen. McCaslin
Sen. Morton

Sen. Mulliken

Sen. Parlette

Sen. Prentice

Sen. Reardon

Sen. Schmidt

Sen Sheldon, B

Sen. Sheldon, T
Sen. Thibaudeal

Sen. Zardlli




