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2007 Vote Record

Each year Washington Farm Bureau provides our members with an indication of how legislators
voted on issues of interest to the agricultural community. This vote record documents votes
during the first session of the 60" Legislature and shows whether alegislator voted for or against
Farm Bureau's position on key hills.

The bills on this vote record were selected by the Washington Farm Bureau board of directors.
This scorecard supplies our members with atool to help assess the performance of our elected
officias. It does not provide a complete portrait of alegislator's role in behind-the-scenes efforts,
their sponsorship of bills, their work on important budget provisos, their leadership qualities, or
their responsiveness to constituent requests. In many cases, certain bills were not brought up for
avote, so thereisno official record of alegislator's position on some issues.

We hope that this vote record will assist our members in opening a dialogue with elected
officials and fostering aworking relationship with them.

Unless otherwise noted, the vote listed for each bill isthe one cast for the final version of the bill.
Also, as we have done in years past, we have deducted one percentage point from the score for
each missed vote. We understand that |egislators sometimes miss votes because they arein
negotiations on other bills. However, the fact remains that the legidator did not participate in a
vote on a bill of importance to agriculture.

Hereisabrief summary of the billsin the vote record:

ESD Flexible Funding (HB 1407) -- This agency-request legislation makes several changesto
the way unemployment insurance penalties are assessed, allows corporate officersto opt out of
U/I coverage, and allows the Employment Security Department to use penalty and interest funds
for programs such as its agriculture initiative. Farm Bureau supported the bill, which passed the
Senate 47-0-1-1 and the House 95-0-0-3.

State Connector Health Care (HB 1569) -- Early versions of the bill would have forced
association health plansinto a new, state-run "connector” or "partnership.” Farm Bureau opposed
the bill because AHPs have a proven and successful track record of providing affordable health
care options. The final vote was 28-20-0-1 in the Senate and 61-34-0-3 in the House.

Right-to-Farm Reform (HB 1648) -- Thislegidation clarifies that a change from one type of
crop to another is protected by the state's right-to-farm law. The right-to-farm law is intended to
protect agriculture from nuisance complaints filed by people who move close to farms and then



complain about farming activities. A recent court decision made it necessary to clarify the law's
protections of farming operations. The final vote was 46-0-1-2 in the Senate and 93-0-0-5 in the
House. Farm Bureau supported this bill.

Custom Farming B& O (HB 2352) -- This bill provides a business and occupation tax
exemption for qualified farmers who perform custom farming services. The bill also provides
B& O and public utility tax exemptions for certain activities performed by related parties. It
passed the Senate 42-5-0-2 and the House 90-2-0-6. Farm Bureau supported the bill.

CAO Timeout (SB 5248) -- The original bill that passed the Senate provided strong protections
from harmful critical areas ordinance updates. Farm Bureau strongly supported this version of
the bill, which was equivalent to the Ericksen amendment in the House. Unfortunately, political
realities in the House precluded passage of the original bill. The Legislature then passed a
compromise bill that provided a timeout from CAO regulations on ag lands while stakeholder
talks occur at the Ruckelshaus Center. Farm Bureau supported the compromise measure when it
became clear that the L egislature would not pass the original bill. The final version of the bill
passed the House 82-15-0-1 and the Senate 45-2-0-2.

Paid Family L eave (SB 5659) -- Farm Bureau opposed this bill, which establishes a new paid
family leave benefit. The state government is borrowing money out of the workers comp fund to
cover the start-up costs of the new program, but the L egislature has not determined how to fund
the program. The House passed the bill 57-41-0-0, and the Senate agreed 26-21-0-2.

Workers Comp Minimum Benefits (SB 5675) -- This bill could harm agriculture and other
businesses that hire part-time or seasonal workers. The bill establishes a complicated formula
that pegs the minimum disability benefit at the lesser of 100 percent of aworker's gross pay plus
an additional stipend for each child, or 15 percent of the state average wage. The vast mgjority of
states (but not Washington) limit benefits to a percentage of net or actual wage. Farm Bureau
opposed SB 5675. The hill passed the House 68-29-0-1 and the Senate 37-10-0-2.

Flooding and Erosion Protection (SB 5733) -- This measure would have required local
governments to declare a chronic danger when two or more consecutive years of flooding or
erosion occur on a property. The declaration would have required the Washington Department of
Fish and Wildlife to issue a hydraulic permit to allow for the protection of private property. The
bill passed the Senate 48-1-0-0, but did not move in the House. Farm Bureau supported the bill
and will work for its passage next year.

Blue Ribbon Health Care (SB 5930) -- The original Senate-passed version contained a number
of important reforms and opportunities to expand health insurance options for small businesses
and the uninsured. As such, Farm Bureau supported the original bill. Unfortunately, the House
gutted the bill by adopting the Cody amendment. The final version fails to provide any
meaningful relief for small businesses struggling to find affordable health insurance products.
Through its expanded government-run programs and accompanying assessments, the bill will
actually add costs for small employers, rather than reduce them. The final bill, opposed by Farm
Bureau, passed the House 63-35-0-0 and the Senate 31-17-0-1.



Governor and Washington State Senate
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Legend
e = excused

Yes vote

Y

a = absent

No vote

N

Capital letters indicate a vote preferable to Farm Bureau.
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Washington State House of Representatives
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Sullivan, Patrick (D-47) Y y Y Y n Y y y y y 40
Sump, Bab (R-07) Y N e Y Y Y N N N N 99
Takko, Dean (D-19) Y y Y Y Y Y N y y y 60
Upthegrove, Dave (D-33) Y y Y e n Y y y y y 32
Van De Wege, Kevin (D-24) Y y Y Y Y Y y y y y 50
Wallace, Deb (D-17) Y y Y Y n Y N y y y 50
Walsh, Maureen (R-16) Y N Y Y Y Y N N N N 100
Warnick, Judy (R-13) e e Y e Y Y N N N N 97
Williams, Brendan (D-22) Y y Y Y n Y y y y y 40
Wood, Alex (D-03) Y y Y Y n Y y y y y 40




