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2005-2006 Biennial Vote Record

In an attempt to provide our members with a more complete picture of the decisi6g8 the
Legislature made regarding agriculture, Washington Farm Bureau basegla biennial
scorecard that combines a corrected 2005 Vote Record with bills from the 2006 session.

Our vote record on bills selected by the Washington Farm Bureau board of disbciwss
whether a legislator voted for or against Farm Bureau's position on key bills. Oestagec
point is deducted from the score for each missed vote.

This vote record provides our members with a tool to help assess the performancelexdtedr
officials. It does not provide a complete portrait of a legislator's role in béfhagcenes efforts,
their sponsorship of bills, their work on important budget provisos, their leadership gqualitie
their responsiveness to constituent requests. In many cases, certaiefelisotvbrought up for
a vote, so there is no official record of a legislator's position on some issues.

We hope that this vote record will assist our members in opening a dialogue wii¢d ele
officials and fostering a working relationship with them.

Here is a brief summary of the bills in the vote record:

California Emissions Standards(HB 1397) — This bill acted upon in 2005 adopted California
vehicle emissions standards, which will go into effect after Oregon adopts thefotibe first
passed a version that was totally unacceptable to Farm Bureau by a vote of 53293
nays-absent-excused). The Senate passed an amended version by a vote of 29-19-8-1, and th
House concurred 55-42-0-1. Farm Bureau opposed this bill because the Californialstarelar
currently under litigation and could drive up the cost of farm vehicles. We have countest the
vote in the House and final passage in the Senate.

Special Tax Assessmeni@#B 1555) — This measure clarified that special taxing districts must
base their assessments on the current use value of agricultural property andaatatunetfrom
development potential. It passed the House 97-0-0-1 and the Senate 46-0-0-3 in 2006. Farm
Bureau supported this bill because it helps preserve farmland by keepingsfaomehaving to
sell property to pay higher taxes.

Public Disclosure Request$HB 1758) — This bill from 2005 addressed a state Supreme Court
decision allowing state agencies to deny "overbroad" requests for puolidseBy a vote of
89-6-0-3, the House first passed a version that was supported by Farm Bureau. T&héh8enat
amended the bill to protect the legislature from public disclosure requests l&ya ¥@8t4-0-3.
Farm Bureau opposed this version of the bill. The House refused to concur with the Senate
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amendments and the Senate eventually receded from its amendments and adoptetbhieacce
version. The final vote was 47-0-0-2 in the Senate and 97-0-0-1 in the House. Farm Bureau
supported this bill because it strengthened the public's right to accessdhe antl records of

our government. We have counted the first vote in the House and the final vote in the Senate.

Employer Notification (HB 1918) — This legislation provided for a study requiring workers to
employers when an injury occurs at their worksite. Currently, in about one-ttird céses, the
Department of Labor and Industries makes an adjudication decision on the dlagut\any
input from the employer. Immediate notification of a claim allows the eyeplto immediately
assess and address any safety issues that may be involved. It passedeh@/FHB0-1 and the
Senate 45-0-3-1 during the 2005 session. Farm Bureau supported this bill.

Unemployment Insurance(HB 2255) — This bill repealed some of the 2003 U/l reforms for two
years. Worker benefits will now be based on an average of their reported inoamtbdrtwo
highest quarters, rather than the previous four-quarter averaging. The biite>agriculture

and food processors from the social costs of the U/l system, although it did not addisessethe
of disproportionate seasonal worker U/l benefits. It passed the Senate 25-20-18 Blouse
57-38-0-3 in 2005. Farm Bureau opposed the bill.

Diesel Sales Tax ExemptioffHB 2424) — This bill, sponsored by Rep. Bill Grant (D-Walla
Walla), passed the House 97-1 and the Senate 44-4-1-0 in 2006. It was supported by Farm
Bureau as a means of providing some immediate tax relief to farmers. &barmeliminates
the sales tax for farm-use diesel and aircraft fuel for crop dusters.

Employer Reporting (HB 2537) — Sponsored by Rep. Steve Conway (D-Tacoma), this measure
passed in 2006 by a vote of 97-1 in the House and 45-2-2-0 in the Senate. The bill establishes a
pilot project for workers to report injuries to employers, who would then report theél.to

Farm Bureau took the lead on negotiating this important legislation.

Model Critical Area Ordinance (HB 2815) — This bill, sponsored by Rep. Geoff Simpson (D-

Kent) at the request of Gov. Christine Gregoire, would have created a procese fagsteies

to propose “critical area management recommendations” that could be "sacabyiatdopted

by counties and cities. The Department of Community, Trade and Economic Develomuleht w

have developed the recommendations as rules, which could then be appealed to a growth
management hearings board. Farm Bureau opposed this measure. HB 2815 passed the House 57
41 in 2006, but it died in the Senate.

Columbia River Management(HB 2860) — This measure, sponsored by Rep. Bill Grant (D-
Walla Walla), passed the House by a vote of 94-4 and the Senate by a vote of 48-0-0-1 in 2006.
Farm Bureau was instrumental in developing this measure as a means of pnoaigintpr

users in the Columbia Basin.

Paid Leave(SB 5069) — This measure would have created a new tax to fund a $250 weekly
stipend for workers to take up to five weeks to care for a sick spouse, parent, or childd It woul
have forced farmers to grant paid leave to seasonal workers who may have only been hired one
or two days before. It passed the Senate 26-21-0-2 in 2005 but was not voted on in the House.
Farm Bureau opposed the bhill.
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Trapping Reform (SB 5319) — Sponsored by Sen. Bob Oke (R-Port Orchard), this bill would
have allowed trapping permits to be issued for body-gripping traps to prevent damageyor injur
to property or resources, or to protect human health and safety. The bill passed thd®8nat
0-1in 2005 and 35-11-1-2 in 2006, but failed to get a hearing in the House Natural Resources,
Ecology and Parks Committee either year. Farm Bureau supported the bill. Wenbated the
2006 vote.

Minimum Wage Study (SB 5551) — This bill, sponsored by Sen. Jim Hargrove (D-Hoquiam),
would have provided for a study of the impact of the minimum wage and its annualesaraas
employment issues and the economy. The measure passed the Senate by a vote offi43-1-0-5 i
2006, but died in the House Commerce and Labor Committee. Farm Bureau supported this
legislation.

Nuisance Complaints(SB 5962) — This bill will help discourage frivolous complaints against
farmers by allowing farmers to recover damages if a complaint is foumel without merit. In
2005 it passed the House 94-0-0-4 and the Senate 38-6-0-5. Farm Bureau supported this bill.

Gutting Initiative 601 (SB 6078) — This bill declared an "emergency"” and suspended key
provisions of 1-601, including the two-thirds supermajority requirement to raies.t&ke state
was already set to receive approximately $1.7 billion (a seven percengse@nerevenue from
anticipated improvements to our economy. Instead, the Legislature wanted a h? iperease
in spending. Farm Bureau's referendum against this measure was denied loyetae\Saf State
and Supreme Court because of the "emergency" clause. Farm Bureau and otheatamgsni
have filed separate legal challenges to SB 6078. Farm Bureau fought hiasad @igs bill which
originally passed the Senate by a vote of 25-21-1-2. It subsequently passedsbart-an
amended form 50-43-0-5 and the Senate concurred 25-16-0-8 during the 2005 session. We
counted the first Senate vote and the final vote in the House. Farm Bureau opposescal ver
of the bill.

Death Tax (SB 6096) — This legislation instituted a state-only death tax in Washingten stat
The previous state death tax would have expired without this action by theatiagisiThe bill
passed the Senate 25-21-0-3 and the House 50-48-0-0 in 2005. Farm Bureau opposed this bill.

Gas Tax(SB 6103) — This bill raised the gas tax 9.5 cents per gallon and instituted other
automotive-related fee increases. It passed the House 54-43-0-1 and tee265&2#0-1 in
2005. Farm Bureau opposed this bill.

Odessa Aquifer(SB 6151) — Sponsored by Sen. Mark Schoesler (R-Ritzville), this bill passed
the Senate 48-0-0-1 and the House 96-2 in 2006. Farm Bureau supported this measure as a
means of ensuring that farmers in the Odessa sub area are provided with ak pogiksilib deal
with a rapidly declining aquifer.

Renewable Fuel{SB 6508) — This bill, sponsored by Sen. Marilyn Rasmussen (D-Eatonville),
passed the Senate 29-19-1-0 and the House 68-30 in 2006. Farm Bureau supported this bill as a
means to encourage rural economic development. The bill implements a renewistignidard

for biodiesel and ethanol by 2008, and requires state vehicles to use a 20 percent bledisel
beginning in 2009.
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Governor and Washington State Senate
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Washington State House of Representatives
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