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Farm Bureau®
 

 members 
Shop online: ces.landsend.com/WAFB or call: 800.916.2255

Save 10% on out�tting ideas and smart incentives that last.  

Add your Farm Bureau logo to the items you want. There’s  

no minimums! Or if you prefer, we’ll ship undecorated apparel. 
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WASHINGTON
FARM BUREAU

Dear Member,

The summer of 2009 is nearly history, but oh, 
what a summer! In addition to their own private 
pursuits, Lewis County Farm Bureau members 
have been involved with a wide variety of events. 
When you reflect on the many different agricultural 
pursuits of our members it is truly astonishing that 
anyone can find the time to assist in the happenings 
of our busy community!

 Calf crops are thriving, winter feed has been 
put up, machinery serviced and stowed. Garden 
produce has been planted, tended, harvested and 
marketed, with many of our members working at 
farmers markets on a weekly basis. Fall harvest is in 
full swing with blueberries, apples, plums, carrots, 
onions, tomatoes, corn and other vegetables. 
Christmas trees have been examined, thinned, 
fertilized, and groomed. In a nutshell, we have all 
been very busy!

Making the time to help with events and tend 
to the work of the Farm Bureau is an extraordinary 
effort that is greatly appreciated.

In June, the Visiting Nurses home tour, including 
Newaukum Valley Ranch, was a huge success, due 
in large part to the many participating Farm Bureau 
members. Farmers talking about farming, past and 
present, are much more effective and informative 
than someone outside the industry trying to explain 
our chosen way of life.

The picnic in July was a much needed 
respite for many. The gathering was well 
attended by both Farm Bureau members 
and numerous interested community 
leaders. This event was a time of sharing; 
good food and much laughter. Ruled to be 
“just plain fun,” we certainly deserved this 

enjoyable break!

The fair in August kept all of us hopping, 
beginning with the Centralia FFA “warm-up” 
and ending with yet another first place award for 
our well received, attractive booth. Many hands, 
working together, made for an effective and 
successful promotion of our thriving Lewis County 
Farm Bureau. Many thanks to all who worked so 
hard!

On the horizon we are looking forward to 
seeing our FFA jacket project come to fruition, 
the Washington Farm Bureau Annual Meeting in 
November, the American Farm Bureau Federation 
meeting in January, and our own annual dinner/
meeting in October.

October 14 is the date and Kit Carson is the 
place. Beginning at 6 p.m. our guest speaker will 
be the director of Washington State Department of 
Agriculture, Dan Newhouse. “Looking to the future” 
is our theme and our focus is one of anticipation for 
yet another exciting action-packed year of working 
together to continue our effort to be a strong voice 
for agriculture.

On a personal note I appreciate the great team 
we have in Lewis County and am enthused about 
upcoming events and projects. Many thanks to all 
of you!

Sincerely,

Ron Mauel

Tractor/PTO Safety Video 
Shoot a Success!

Newaukum Valley Ranch served as the 
backdrop for the final filming segment of a widely 
anticipated production: a locally-produced DVD 
focusing on Tractor and Power Take Off (PTO) 
Safety.

The shoot occurred August 20 at Lewis County 
Farm Bureau President Ron Mauel’s farm.

Members 
of the award-
winning 
Voetberg 
Family Singers 
performed 
music 
accompanied 
by narrative 
describing 
exactly why 
practicing PTO 
and tractor 
safety is so 
important—we 
want to come 
home to our 
families.

Forty-
six people 
attended the 
event, including LCFB President Ron Mauel, 
LCFB Vice President John Lucas, numerous FFA 
members, friends, and WFB staff, all of whom 
provided the live audience for the film shoot.

Once completed in November, the Tractor/
PTO Safety DVD will be available free to those 
enrolled in the WFB Retro/Safety and Employer 
Services programs. The DVD will also be 
available through L&I.

Support from the Governor’s Industrial Safety 
& Health Board–Agriculture Industry Panel and 
funding provided by Washington’s Safety and 
Health Investments Project (SHIP) program 
enabled Roy Williams of InstructoVision to 
undertake the project.

Grant money 
available through 
SHIP is funded by 
the state’s workers’ 
compensation 
fund, and is 
designed to 
encourage new 
approaches 
to improving 
workplace safety 
and health.

Washington 
Farm Bureau 
worked closely with 
Roy Williams of 
InstructoVision and 
the Department of 
Labor & Industries, 
playing a leading 

role in scripting as 
well as providing the farms, talent, and equipment 
needed to produce this film.

Be sure to check www.wsfb.com in November 
to learn how to get your copy!

The Punkin Patch
Goodrich Rd., Centralia, WA

Open first weekend in October

Pumpkin stand and maze 
open daily from 
10 a.m. to dark

Hay and barrel 
rides every 
weekend!

Farm Bureau mambers, family and friends enjpy a performance by the Voetberg Family Singers

91 st  Annual AFBF Meeting
More than 5,000 Farm Bureau members 

from across the nation will gather in Seattle Jan. 
10-13, 2010 for the 91st American Farm Bureau 
Federation Annual Meeting. Members who attend 
will learn more about the forces shaping agriculture 
today and participate in a grassroots policy setting 
process that will guide the American Farm Bureau 
through 2010.

Terry Bradshaw, four-time Super Bowl champion 
quarterback for the Pittsburgh Steelers, two-time 
Super Bowl “Most Valuable Player” and Pro 
Football Hall of Fame member, will deliver the 
keynote address.

Seattle is as close to home as this event is likely 
to be held in the near future and the Lewis County 
Board would like to see as many members there 
as we can get. If you are interested in attending, 
please contact a Lewis County Board member so 
we can start making arrangements.


