County Farm Bureau name
September 21, 2011

The Honorable (insert your commissioners and address here)
Dear Commissioner  ,
_____County Farm Bureau is again asking you to opt in to the Voluntary Stewardship Program (VSP) created by ESHB 1886 during the 2011 Legislative session. 
The VSP was established as an alternative to the regular process of addressing critical areas under the Growth Management Act (GMA). The program provides a unique approach to (1) protecting critical areas while (2) maintaining and enhancing a viable agricultural industry.  Both are goals of the GMA, yet they have often been pitted against one another in expensive and contentious legal battles.

As part of the VSP, the county is to convene stakeholders, including agricultural, tribal and environmental interests, to create local goals and plans to protect critical areas, enhance critical areas all while maintaining and enhancing the viability of agriculture. 
We wish to remind you that the bill clearly states that the county incurs no expense until funding is available from outside sources.  If adequate funding is not received, the county is not required to proceed with the plan.

______ County Farm Bureau is committed to voluntary programs and believes this new approach will provide and opportunity to demonstrate that local stakeholders can find common ground and accomplish more by cooperation than litigation.

The county has until mid-January to opt in to the VSP, but we encourage you to act expeditiously and make that decision as soon as possible.
We look forward to working with you to make the program a success.

Sincerely,

C:
Dan Wood, Director of Local Affairs, Washington Farm Bureau

Your county field staff person
