December 3, 2010

The Honorable Christine Gregoire
Office of the Governor

PO Box 40002

Olympia, WA 98504-0002

Dear Governor Gregoire,

A message from 37 associations
on behalf of the Washington
agricultural community

The future of Washington’s economic recovery degeod the strength and vitality of Washington
agriculture and food processing. Although the fgiae value of Washington agriculture declined 8% in
2009, the industry has continued to remain steadymployment and exports. Washington’s agriculauré
food industry is the 3rd largest exporter in thetébh States. It contributes 12% of the state’s eopnand

employs approximately 160,000 people. With globad éocal economies continuing to struggle in a deep

recession, now is the time to keep the agricultmduistry in position to help lead Washington iatthriving

future.

To guarantee Washington’s recovery it is vital thedducers, growers, academic researchers, retaitet
consumers benefit from policies that will promated-term success of Washington agriculture at hante
abroad. The agricultural community has worked togeto identify the following key issues for thel20
legislative session. We are asking you to partrigr ws and lead Washington into a successful future

We would appreciate the opportunity to meet with yo discuss items that will act to preserve artthane
the economy through the support of working fam#lynfis across our state.

Key issuesfor agriculturein the 2011 legislative session.

» Support agricultural research, extension, and commaity-specific programs funded through the
state universities and Department of Agriculture.

* Promote agriculture’s role in the economic recoveryby not increasing taxes, fees, or regulations
that hinder producer profitability. Instead, allow for voluntary programs to keep Washington’s

farmers and ranchers viable.

» Ensure that our transportation system provides an #icient farm-to-market product distribution

network.

Thank you for your leadership and your interestsnisting agriculture.

Sincerely,

Cattle Producers of Washington

Cotumbia- Suake River Tmigatons ssociation
Pacific Goast Shellfich Growers

Waskington #sparagus Council

Waslington Aesociation of (onservation Dicticte
Washington Blachory Pommissi

Wastington Cattlemen’s #Hsoociation
Wastington Farm Burean
Wastington Fricads of Farme and Forests

Cotumbia Basin Development League

Far Weot Agwibusiness Hosociation
Vorthuest Food Processorns ssaciation

Pacific Nonthuest Chnistmas Tree Fssociation
Weashinoton Aot Dnnmiosi

Waskington Assaciation of Landocape Prafessional,
Wastington (attle Feeders Aosociation
Wastington (nistmas Tree Gromene

Washington Fish Growens osociation

Washington Frgen Commissi



Wastington Growens (Uearing Fouse ssociation Wastiington-Tonth Tdate Seed ssociation

Wastingten Potate and Onion Hosociation Wastingten State Couancil of Farmer Cooperatives
Wastingtow State Dacry Fedenation Wastington State Grange

Washington State Forticultunal #ssociation Waskington State Nursery and Landscape Asoc.
Waslingten State Potate Commission Waskingten State Shect Producere

Wastington State Tarfgrass Seed (Commission Waskingten State Water Resounces Hssocialtion
Wenatehee VYalley Traffic Association Western Waslington Agricultanal Association

Yakima Valley Growens - Shippens Aosociation

cc: Governor Christine Gregoire
WSDA Director Dan Newhouse
Senate Members
House of Representatives Members



