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2009 VOTE RECORD

In advance of the 2009 legislative session, Washington Farm Bureau sent lawmakers our
annual Public Policy Agenda listing four priority issue areas for this year:

1) Encourage water conservation by repealing or significantly modifying statutory
relinquishment of water rights.

2) Promote a sustainable agricultural labor supply by enacting an essential worker program
for agriculture.

3) Foster sound environmental outcomes by encouraging voluntary stewardship and
creating market opportunities that recognize environmental benefits provided by
agriculture.

4) Promote a sound economy by reducing the fiscal and regulatory burden faced by farmers
and ranchers.

This vote record attempts to measure the success made in each of those areas and to inform
Farm Bureau members of how their legislators voted on the issues most important to our state’s
farm and ranch families.

It must be noted that many bills of importance to Washington agriculture never made it to the
floor of the House or Senate for a vote. In many cases, the Legislature avoided controversial
issues. In other cases, your Farm Bureau lobby team was successful in defeating harmful
legislation at the committee level. And, in some instances, legislation Farm Bureau supported
did not advance from committee.

Here is a brief summary of the bills in the vote record:

HB 1402 (Ex parte contact) is a measure impacting the workers’ compensation program in
Washington. It will prohibit a party from contacting a medical provider after an appeal has been
filed, with certain exceptions and conditions. It is devastating for employers who are generally
not involved in the appeal process yet seek to manage claims, as they are now unable to
obtain information from medical providers. The legitimate concerns of employers were never
addressed, and therefore Farm Bureau asked legislators to vote NO. It passed the Senate 29-
18-0-2 and the House 56-41-0-1.

HB 1571 (Water right adjudications) is designed to update the water right adjudication
program to provide a more streamlined process and thus hopefully a process of much shorter
duration than the Yakima Basin adjudication. While Farm Bureau did not take a position on this
measure, we vigorously supported an amendment that would have clarified that a completed
adjudication would remain an “active” case in the superior court of the county in which the case



was filed. While the House declined to vote on this provision, the Senate did vote on
amendment 355 sponsored by Senator Jim Honeyford at the request of Farm Bureau. The
amendment failed by a vote of 20-28-0-1.

HB 1733 (Equine eligibility for open space; removal of some penalties) ensures that
commercial equine (horse) operations remain eligible for the Open Space Tax Program and
also ensures that any type of operation that becomes ineligible, or is removed, through no fault
of the owner, will not face penalties, back taxes, and interest. The final version of the bill
passed the House 95-0-0-2 and the Senate 47-0-0-2. Farm Bureau supported this measure.

HB 1815 (Long term crop eligibility for open space program) clarifies that crops requiring a
multi-year delay before first harvest - such as grapes, fruit trees, cranberries, Christmas trees,
asparagus and others - will be considered eligible for the Open Space Tax Program during
those years between planting and first harvest. The provision applies to operations larger than
5 acres. Any operation greater than 20 acres was already exempt from minimum revenue
requirements. The final bill, supported by Farm Bureau, passed the House 93-0-0-5 and the
Senate 48-0-0-1.

SB 5560 (Agency climate leadership) provides direction to agencies in preparing for
perceived issues related to climate change. Farm Bureau did not support the underlying bill,
but actively opposed the measure when amendment 623 was offered by Representative Hans
Dunshee. This amendment requires all state agencies, beginning in 2010, to consider when
distributing capital funds whether the entity receiving the funds has adopted policies to reduce
greenhouse gas emissions. Agencies also must consider whether the project is consistent with:
the state's limits on the emissions of greenhouse gas; statewide goals to reduce annual per
capita vehicle miles traveled by 2050; and applicable federal emissions reduction
requirements. We opposed the amendment, which was adopted by a vote of 53-44-0-1. The
measure then passed the House by a vote of 60-37-0-1 and the Senate with a vote of 28-19-0-
2. Farm Bureau opposed both final passage votes.

SB 5850 (Human Trafficking) primarily focuses on providing training for medical doctors to
recognize the symptoms of human trafficking, but the bill also contained a provision that would
require employers to create and provide a ‘human trafficking disclosure form’ for any worker
who is not a U.S. citizen but came to Washington based on an offer of employment. Failure to
provide the disclosure would be a violation of the consumer protection act (triple damages and
attorney fees). Farm Bureau did not oppose the bill in the Senate as we were working with the
sponsor, but we were unable to get the concessions required for our support, and therefore we
asked for a NO vote in the House. The bill passed the House 50-48. Ultimately, the governor
vetoed the consumer protection act enforcement provision, as requested by Farm Bureau.

SB 5945 (Expanding government health care programs) as originally introduced, would
have imposed a nearly $25 billion payroll tax to provide universal health insurance for
Washington residents. As amended, the bill significantly expands the state Medicaid program
in order to access $1.8 billion in temporary federal stimulus dollars. Unfortunately, the state will
be committed to future appropriations even after these federal funds disappear. The bill also
directs that the state align its health care activities so it will be “poised to participate in federal
health care reform,” including demonstration efforts. The final version of the bill was adopted by
the House 62-35-0-1 and by the Senate 28-19-0-2. Governor Gregoire vetoed a provision
supported by Farm Bureau and its coalition partners that would have ensured small employers
a voice in this process.



SB 5963 (Unemployment insurance conformity) was designed to address a recent federal
government determination that Washington’s unemployment insurance (Ul) system did not
conform to federal law, thus necessitating structural changes. The business community
negotiated a solution and defended it against attempts by labor unions to dramatically increase
costs to our system, which already provides some of the best benefits in the nation. The bill
passed the Senate in the form we supported by a vote of 38-11. We opposed amendments in
the House that would have increased system costs, and asked for a NO vote in the House. The
House passed the amended bill 50-47-0-1. We asked the Senate to remove the House
amendments, which they did. The final version of the bill, which Farm Bureau supported,
passed the Senate 46-0-0-3 and the House 71-25-0-2.

SB 6019 (Small business wellness programs) allows health insurance carriers to work with
small employers to develop and implement programs that directly improve employee wellness.
Participating employers that properly document program activities may request a reduction in
health insurance premiums based on three years’ experience. Carriers may allow a premium
discount of up to 20 percent for successful wellness program results. The final version of the
bill passed the Senate 45-0-1-3 and the House 98-0. Farm Bureau supported this measure.

SB 6035 (Get retro) was a politically motivated attack aimed to cripple the retrospective rating
program used by Farm Bureau members. The retro program is the most successful
public/private partnership in our workers’ compensation system. Employers who participate in
the program have safer work places and therefore pay lower workers’ compensation premiums
than employers who do not participate. We asked for a NO vote in the Senate, but it passed
25-24. The bill was not brought to the House floor for a vote.

SB 6109 (Renewable fuel standard for state ferries) was originally designed to address a
number of issues related to the operation of the state ferry system. The measure passed by the
Senate Transportation Committee included a provision exempting the ferry system from the
renewable fuel standards adopted in 2007. These standards require all state agencies to use a
fuel blend with at least 2 percent biodiesel and beginning in June 2009, at least 20 percent
biodiesel. The biodiesel industry has been built around known demand created by public policy
such as this mandate. Elimination of this policy sends the message that we all should “do as
the state says, not as we do.” Senator Jerome Delvin offered amendment 334 to retain the
current renewable fuel policy. The amendment passed 26-21-0-2 and the bill died as it no
longer met the goal of the sponsors. Farm Bureau supported the Delvin amendment.
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Washington State Senate
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Becker, Randi (R-2) 1 \ \ \ \ 1O ] ] 1 1 100%
Benton, Don (R-17) 1 \ \ \ \ 1O ] ] ] 89%
Berkey, Jean (D-38) o \ \ \ \ 1O ] ] ] 49%
Brandland, Dale (R-42) 1 \ \ \ \ 1O ] ] ] 91%
Brown, Lisa (D-3) 1 \ \ o I 1O ] ] ] 49%
Carrell, Mike (R-28) 1 \ \ \ \ 1O ] ] 1 1 100%
Delvin, Jerome (R-8) 1 \ \ \ \ 1O ] ] ] 99%
Eide, Tracey (D-30) \ \ \ \ \ ] 45%
Fairley, Darlene (D-32) I \ \ \ 1 O ] ] ] 39%
Franklin, Rosa (D-29) 1 0 0O O O I o o o o] 36%
Fraser, Karen (D-22) 1 0 0O O O I o o o o] 36%
Hargrove, Jim (D-24) 1 0 O O O I o o o o 73%
Hatfield, Brian (D-19) 1 0O O O O I o o o o 82%
Haugen, Mary Margaret (D-10)| o o o o o o o o o o oO| 76%
Hewitt, Mike (R-16) ] 0 O o O I o o o o 99%
Hobbs, Steve (D-44) 1 0 0O O O I o o o of 45%
Holmquist, Janéa (R-13) ] 0 O o O I o o o o] 100%
Honeyford, Jim (R-15) ] 0 O o O I o o o o] 100%
Jacobsen, Ken (D-46) 0o o o o o o o o o o o] 53%
Jarrett, Fred (D-41) 1 0 0O O O I 1 o o o o] 55%
Kastama, Jim (D-25) o o o o I 1| 64%
Kauffman, Claudia (D-47) 1 0 0O O O I o o o o] 36%
Keiser, Karen (D-33) 1 0 0O O O I o o o o] 36%
Kilmer, Derek (D-26) 1 0 0O O O I 1 o o o o] 55%
King, Curtis (R-14) ] 0 O o O I o o o o] 100%
Kline, Adam (D-37) 1 0 0O O O I o o o o 39%
Kohl-Welles, Jeanne (D-36) 1 0 0O O O I o o o o] 36%
Marr, Chris (D-6) 1 0 0O O O I o o o of 45%
McAuliffe, Rosemary (D-1) 1 0 0O O O I o o o of 45%
McCaslin, Bob (R-4) ] 0 O o O I o o o o 99%
McDermott, Joe (D-34) 1 0 0O O O I o o o o] 45%
Morton, Bob (R-7) ] 0 O o O I o o o o] 100%
Murray, Ed (D-43) 1 0 0O O O I o o o o] 55%
Oemig, Eric (D-45) 1 0 0O O O I o o o o] 36%
Parlette, Linda Evans (R-12) ] 0 O o O I o o o o] 100%
Pflug, Cheryl (R-5) ] 0 O o O I o o o o] 100%
Prentice, Margarita (D-11) 1 0 0O O O I o o o o 39%
Pridemore, Craig (D-49) 1 0 0O O O I o o o o] 45%
Ranker, Kevin (D-40) 1 0 0O O O I o o o o] 45%
Regala, Debbie (D-27) 1 0 0O O O I o o o o] 45%
Roach, Pam (R-31) I s N s A s N o A o o o o 91%
Rockefeller, Phil (D-23) 1 0 0O O O I o o o o] 49%
Schoesler, Mark (R-9) ] 0 O o O I o o o o] 100%
Sheldon, Tim (D-35) 1 0 o o O I o o o o 73%
Shin, Paull (D-21) 1 0 0O O O I o o o o] 45%
Stevens, Val (R-39) ] 0 O o O I o o o o] 100%
Swecker, Dan (R-20) ] 0 O o O I o o o o] 100%
Tom, Rodney (D-48) 0 0O O O I o o o o 39%
Zarelli, Joseph (R-18) ] 0 O O O I o o o o] 98%




Washington State House of Representatives
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Alexander, Gary (R-20) ) 0o o o o o o o o0|100% Klippert, Brad (R-8) 0o o000 o0 o0 o0 o0 of100%
Anderson, Glenn (R-5) 0 0o oo o oo o ofl00% Kretz, Joel (R-07) 00 o o0 o oo o o ofl00%
Angel, Jan (R-26) )0 0o o0 o o o o ofl100% Kristiansen, Dan (R-39) 0o o oo o0 o 0 0 ofl00%
Appleton, Sherry (D-23) 00 o0 oo oo oo of 30% Liias, Marko (D-21) 0 0o oo oo oo of 21%
Armstrong, Mike (R-12) ) 000 o0 o0 o0 o0 o0 o 98% Linville, Kelli (D-42) 000 000 0 0 0 60%
Bailey, Barbara (R-10) 0 0o oo o oo o ofl00% Maxwell, Marcie (D-41) 0 0o ooooo ool 40%
Blake, Brian (D-19) 00 0 o0 o o o o ol 40% McCoy, John (D-38) 000 0o o0 o0 00 of 40%
Campbell, Tom (R-2) 00 0 o0 oo o oo of 50% McCune, Jim (R-2) 00 o o0 o oo o o ofl00%
Carlyle, Reuven (D-36) 0 0o 0o o0 o o o o ol 50% Miloscia, Mark (D-30) 000 0 0 0 0 0 0 30%
Chandler, Bruce (R-15) 0 0o oo o oo o ofl00% Moeller, Jim (D-49) 0 0o ooooooof 30%
Chase, Maralyn (D-32) 000 o0 o o oo ol 30% Morrell, Dawn (D-25) 000 0 0 0 0 0 0 30%
Chopp, Frank (D-43) 00 0 0o oo oo of 40% Morris, Jeff (D-40) 000 o0oooo ool 60%
Clibborn, Judy (D-41) 0 0o 0 o0 o o o o ol 40% Nelson, Sharon (D-34) 000 0 0 0 0 0 0 30%
Cody, Eileen (D-34) 00 0 0o oo oo of 40% O'Brien, Al (D-1) 000 o0oooooo ol 70%
Condotta, Cary (R-12) )0 0o o o0 o o o o ofl100% Orcutt, Ed (R-18) I O O s A N s < 00 7}
Conway, Steve (D-29) 00 o0 o0 oo o oo of 30% Ormsby, Timm (D-3) 0 0o oooooo ol 30%
Cox, Don (R--9) )0 0o o o0 o o o o ofl100% Orwall, Tina (D-33) 000 0o o0 o0 00 0| 40%
Crouse, Larry (R-4) 0 0o o0 oo oo o ofl00% Parker, Kevin (R-6) 00 o o0 o oo o o ofl00%
Dammeier, Bruce (R-25) )0 0o o o0 o o o o ofl100% Pearson, Kirk (R-39) 0o o oo o0 o 0 o0 ofl00%
Darneille, Jeannie (D-27) 00 0 o0 oo o oo of 40% Pedersen, Jamie (D-43) 0 0o oo ooo ool 40%
DeBolt, Richard (R-20) )0 0o o o0 o o o o ofl100% Pettigrew, Eric (D-37) 00 o0 0o o0 o000 of 40%
Dickerson, Mary Lou(D-36)|oc o 0o 0o 0o 0o 0o o o o| 30% Priest, Skip (R-30) 0 0o o0 ooooo ol 70%
Driscoll, John (D-06) )0 00 o0 o o0 o0 o 60% Probst, Tim (D-17) 00000 00 0 0 01 70%
Dunshee, Hans (D-44) 00 0 0o oo oo of 40% Quall, Dave (D-40) 000 o0oooo o ol 60%
Eddy, Deborah (D-48) 00 0 o0 o o o o ol 40% Roach, Dan (R-31) I O S O s A N < 00 7}
Ericks, Mark (D-1) 00 0 o oo oo o of 70% Roberts, Mary Helen (D-21) 0 0o ooooo ool 40%
Ericksen, Doug (R-42) )0 0o o o0 o o o o ofl100% Rodne, Jay (R-5) 0o o oo o0 o 0 o0 ofl00%
Finn, Fred (D-35) 00 0 o oo oo o of 70% Rolfes, Christine (D-23) 0 0o oo oo oo ol 40%
Flannigan, Dennis (D-27) 0o oo oo oo o o of 55% Ross, Charles (R-14) I O S O s A N (R 1 00 7}
Goodman, Roger (D-45) 00 o0 o0 oo o oo of 30% Santos, Sharon Tomiko (D-37) |0 0 0 o o o o 0o o o| 40%
Grant-Herriot, Laura (D-16) [0 o o o o o o o o 0o/|100% Schmick, Joe (R-9) 0O 0 ol o o [100%
Green, Tami (D-28) 00 o0 o0 oo o oo of 30% Seaquist, Larry (D-26) 0 0o o ooooo ol 60%
Haigh, Kathy (D-35) 0 0o o0 o0 o o o o ol 50% Sells, Mike (D-38) 000 0 0 0 0 0 0 30%
Haler, Larry (R-08) 0 0o o0 oo oo o o|l00% Shea, Matt (R-4) 00 o o0 o oo o o ofl00%
Hasegawa, Bob (D-11) 000 o0 oo o o0 ol 21% Short, Shelly (R-7) 00O 000 0 0 0 0 01 99%
Herrera, Jaime (R-18) 0 0o o0 oo oo o o|l00% Simpson, Geoff (D-47) 0 0o ooooooof 30%
Hinkle, Bill (R-13) )0 0o o o0 o o o o ofl100% Smith, Norma (R-10) 0o o oo o0 o 0 0 ofl00%
Hope, Mike (R-44) 0 0o oo o oo o ofl00% Springer, Larry (D-45) 000 oooooo ol 60%
Hudgins, Zack (D-11) 00 0 o0 o o o o ol 40% Sullivan, Pat (D-47) 000 0o o0 o000 of 40%
Hunt, Sam (D-22) 00 o0 o0 oo o oo of 30% Takko, Dean (D-19) 0 0o ooooo ool 40%
Hunter, Ross (D-48) 00 0 o0 oo oo o of 60% Taylor, David (R-15) o 0o oo oo oo ofl00%
Hurst, Christopher (D-31) 00 0o o o o o o ol 50% Upthegrove, Dave (D-33) 000 0 0 0 0 0 0 30%
Jacks, Jim (D-49) 00 o0 o0 oo o oo of 30% Van De Wege, Kevin (D-24) 0 0o ooooooof 30%
Johnson, Norm (R-14) )0 0o o o0 o o o o ofl100% Wallace, Deb (D-17) 00000 0 00 001 80%
Kagi, Ruth (D-32) 00 0 0o oo oo of 40% Walsh, Maureen (R-16) 000 oo oo oo ol 98%
Kelley, Troy (D-28) )0 00 o0 o o0 o0 o 60% Warnick, Judy (R-13) I O O s A N < 00 7}
Kenney, Phyllis (D-46) 00 o0 o0 oo o oo of 30% White, Scott (D-46) 0 0o oooooo ol 30%
Kessler, Lynn (D-24) 0o 0o 0o o0 o o o o ol 50% Williams, Brendan (D-22) 000 0 0 0 0 0 0 30%
Kirby, Steve (D-29) 00 0o o0 o0 oo oo of 21% Wood, Alex (D-3) 0 0o oooooo ol 30%

O Rep. Taylor's appointment to replace Rep. Newhous e was still in process when this vote was taken.
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