
 
 

2008 Vote Record  
 
Each year Washington Farm Bureau provides our members with an indication of how 
legislators voted on issues of interest to the agricultural community. This vote record 
documents votes during the second session of the 60th Legislature and shows whether 
a legislator voted with or against Farm Bureau's position on key bills.  
 
The bills on this vote record were selected by the Washington Farm Bureau Board of 
Directors. This scorecard supplies our members with a tool to help assess the 
performance of our elected officials. It does not provide a complete portrait of a 
legislator's role in behind-the-scenes efforts, their sponsorship of bills, their work on 
important budget provisos, their leadership qualities, or their responsiveness to 
constituent requests. In many cases, certain bills were not brought up for a vote, so 
there is no official record of a legislator's position on some issues. 
 
We hope that this vote record will assist our members in opening a dialogue with 
elected officials and fostering a working relationship with them. 
 
Unless otherwise noted, the vote listed for each bill is the one cast for the final version 
of the bill. Also, as we have done in years past, we have deducted one percentage point 
from the score for each missed vote. We understand that legislators sometimes miss 
votes because they are in negotiations on other bills. However, the fact remains that the 
legislator did not participate in a vote on a bill of importance to agriculture. 
 
Here is a brief summary of the bills in the vote record: 
 
Eminent Domain (HB 2016) – This bill would have prevented agencies from taking 
property predominantly for the purpose of increasing the tax base, economic 
development, and the transfer of the property to another private entity.  The bill would 
also have required agencies to return the property to the previous owners if the property 
was not used for the purpose for which it was taken. It passed the House 96-1.  The 
measure died in the Senate Transportation Committee. Farm Bureau supported this 
measure. 
 
Field of Dreams (HB 2082) – This measure would have established the Field of 
Dreams program, which would provide college tuition credits for students working in 
agriculture.  The measure passed the House by a vote of 96-1 and was funded in the 
House version of the supplemental budget.  The bill did not come up for a vote in the 
Senate.  Farm Bureau supported this measure. 



 
Cougar Hunting Pilot Program (HB 2438) – This measure extends the five county 
pilot program (Ferry, Stevens, Pend Oreille, Chelan, and Okanogan) allowing the 
hunting of cougars with dogs for an additional three years. It also allows additional 
counties to join the program. Farm Bureau supported this measure. It passed the 
Senate 31-18 and the House 66-29. 
 
Flooding & Erosion (HB 2525) –The bill allows counties to declare a “chronic danger” 
when private property is affected or threatened by two or more consecutive years of 
flooding or erosion.  When a chronic danger is declared, the Washington Department of 
Fish & Wildlife must issue a permit to correct the situation.  If the correction meets “fish-
friendly” standards – such as soft armoring with large woody debris – it would qualify for 
expedited State Environmental Policy Act (SEPA) approval.  Farm Bureau supported 
this measure.  It passed the House and the Senate. 
 
Health Insurance Partnership (HB 2537) – HIP was created last year as a first step in 
bringing the private health insurance market under a state-run umbrella.  To address 
numerous problems with last year’s bill, 2SHB 2537 delays key requirements for plan 
choice, portability and the pooling of employee premium contributions from multiple 
employers.  Using taxpayer-subsidies, HIP will unfairly compete with the private market 
for small business coverage.  Basically, small businesses already providing health 
insurance will see their tax dollars used to subsidize their competitors.  Farm Bureau 
opposed the bill, which passed the House 54-40, the Senate 27-22, and has been 
signed by the Governor. 

• The Parlette Amendment would have replaced HIP with a less bureaucratic direct 
subsidy to assist uninsured, low-wage employees of small businesses.  Farm 
Bureau supported the amendment, which failed 24-25. 

• The Holmquist Amendment would have replaced HIP with a core benefits plan 
targeted specifically at the needs of young adults, ages 19-34.  That group 
accounts for slightly more than half of the state’s uninsured and is responsible for 
a significant share of state-paid emergency room visits.  Farm Bureau supported 
the amendment, which failed 22-27. 

 
Climate Change (HB 2815) – This measure has four major components:  direction for 
the Department of Ecology to develop a program to meet greenhouse gas emission 
standards; direction for the state to explore development of a cap and trade program for 
carbon emissions; creation of a program to reduce vehicle miles traveled; and a training 
program for “green collar” workers.  
 
Farm Bureau opposed the underlying perspective that the science is settled on climate 
change and that modification of human activity will modify climate change. The bill does 
include a section that seeks recommendations regarding how agriculture and forestry 
may participate in a voluntary carbon cap and trade program, and directs that any offset 
or credit program not disadvantage Washington in relation to other states.  The only 
vote counted on this bill was an amendment sponsored by Sen. Jim Honeyford that 
would have moderated the impacts of the vehicle miles traveled section.  This 
amendment failed by a vote of 20-28-0-1.  No vote on this issue was taken in the 
House. 
 



Workers’ Compensation (HB 3387) – This bill would prohibit the misappropriation of 
workers’ comp trust fund, and pay damages to any ratepayer who sued to stop the 
misappropriation.  Workers’ comp trust funds are being spent on programs that are 
unrelated to workers’ comp like minimum wage inspectors.  The House declined to take 
the measure up in the final days of session by a vote of 32-61.  Farm Bureau supported 
this measure. 
 
Health Care Road Show (SB 6333) – The bill will have the Governor appoint nine 
citizens and four legislators to travel the state seeking citizen input about several single-
payer or universal health care models, including the Canadian system.  The 
supplemental budget includes nearly $1.3 million for consultant studies and the work 
group road show.  This would be the 16th health care study since Governor Gregoire 
has been in office.  Farm Bureau opposed the bill, which passed the Senate 31-17 and 
the House 63-31 and was signed by the Governor. 
 
Local Farms – Health Kids (SB 6483) – This measure creates a grant program to help 
put Washington produce in the hands of school children, provides for increased 
education related to the food production and the value of eating fresh Washington 
grown products, and will help facilitate connections between local farms and food 
banks. 
 
Farm Bureau supported this measure.  It passed the House by a vote of 93-1 and the 
Senate 48-1. 
 
GMA/Climate Change (SB 6580) – This bill requires the Department of Community 
Trade and Economic Development to develop computer modeling and provide guidance 
to local governments regarding means of reducing greenhouse gas emissions through 
GMA related actions.  The Legislature failed to clarify that these actions do not 
constitute grounds for legal appeals. Farm Bureau opposed this measure.  It passed the 
Senate 31-18 and the House 58-35. 
 
Columbia River – Lake Roosevelt (SB 6874) – The measure implements agreements 
made with affected parties to facilitate a drawdown of Lake Roosevelt by up to one foot. 
The operating budget also includes funding to facilitate this package.   
 
Farm Bureau supported and vigorously worked this issue as a means of addressing 
current critical needs in the basin.  This drawdown represents the first new water to be 
delivered under the Columbia River Water Supply Development program adopted in 
2006.  The measure passed the Senate 49-0 and the House 95-1. 
 
 

LEGEND 
 

Y = Yes vote  E = Excused 
 
N = No vote  – = No vote taken 
 
Shaded vote indicated vote preferable to Farm Bureau.  



WASHINGTON STATE SENATE 
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PERCENTAGE 

Farm Bureau Position Y Y Y Y Y N Y N Y   

Vote Count 31-18 47-2 22-27 24-25 20-28 31-17 48-0 31-18 49-0   

Benton, Don (R-17) Y Y Y Y Y N Y N Y 100 

Berkey, Jean (D-38) Y Y N N N Y Y Y Y 44 

Brandland, Dale (R-42) Y Y Y Y Y N Y N Y 100 

Brown, Lisa (D-3) N Y N N N Y Y Y Y 33 

Carrell, Mike (R-28) Y Y Y Y Y N Y N Y 100 

Delvin, Jerome (R-8) Y Y Y Y Y N Y N Y 100 

Eide, Tracey (D-30) N Y N N N Y Y Y Y 33 

Fairley, Darlene (D-32) N N N N N Y Y Y Y 22 

Franklin, Rosa (D-29) N Y N N N Y Y Y Y 33 

Fraser, Karen (D-22) N N N N N Y Y Y Y 22 

Hargrove, Jim (D-24) Y Y N Y N Y Y N Y 67 

Hatfield, Brian (D-19) Y Y Y Y N Y Y Y Y 67 

Haugen, Mary Margaret (D-10) Y Y Y Y N Y Y Y Y 67 

Hewitt, Mike (R-16) Y Y Y Y Y N Y N Y 100 

Hobbs, Steve (D-44) Y Y N Y N Y Y Y Y 56 

Holmquist, Janéa (R-13) Y Y Y Y Y N Y N Y 100 

Honeyford, Jim (R-15) Y Y Y Y Y N Y N Y 100 

Jacobsen, Ken (D-46) Y Y N Y N Y Y Y Y 56 

Kastama, Jim (D-25) Y Y N N Y Y Y Y Y 56 

Kauffman, Claudia (D-47) N Y N N N Y Y Y Y 33 

Keiser, Karen (D-33) N Y N N N Y Y Y Y 33 

Kilmer, Derek (D-26) N Y Y N N Y Y Y Y 44 

King, Curtis (R-14) Y Y Y Y Y N Y N Y 100 

Kline, Adam (D-37) N Y N N N Y E Y Y 24 

Kohl-Welles, Jeanne (D-36) N Y N N N Y Y Y Y 33 

Marr, Chris (D-6) Y Y N N N Y Y Y Y 44 

McAuliffe, Rosemary (D-1) Y Y N N Y Y Y Y Y 56 

McCaslin, Bob (R-4) Y Y Y Y Y N Y N Y 100 

McDermott, Joe (D-34) N Y N N N Y Y Y Y 33 

Morton, Bob (R-7) Y Y Y Y Y N Y N Y 100 

Murray, Ed (D-43) N Y N N N Y Y Y Y 33 
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PERCENTAGE 

Farm Bureau Position Y Y Y Y Y N Y N Y   

Vote Count 31-18 47-2 22-27 24-25 20-28 31-17 48-0 31-18 49-0   

Oemig, Eric (D-45) N Y N N N Y Y Y Y 33 

Parlette, Linda Evans (R-12) Y Y Y Y Y N Y N Y 100 

Pflug, Cheryl (R-5) Y Y Y Y Y N Y N Y 100 

Prentice, Margarita (D-11) N Y N N N Y Y Y Y 33 

Pridemore, Craig (D-49) Y Y N N N Y Y Y Y 44 

Rasmussen, Marilyn (D-2) Y Y N Y N Y Y Y Y 56 

Regala, Debbie (D-27) N Y N N N Y Y Y Y 33 

Roach, Pam (R-31) Y Y Y Y Y N Y N Y 100 

Rockefeller, Phil (D-23) N Y N N N Y Y Y Y 33 

Schoesler, Mark (R-9) Y Y Y Y Y N Y N Y 100 

Sheldon, Tim (D-35) Y Y Y Y Y N Y Y Y 89 

Shin, Paull (D-21) Y Y N N E Y Y Y Y 49 

Spanel, Harriet (D-40) Y Y N N N Y Y Y Y 44 

Stevens, Val (R-39) Y Y Y Y Y N Y N Y 100 

Swecker, Dan (R-20) Y Y Y Y Y E Y N Y 99 

Tom, Rodney (D-48) N Y N N N Y Y Y Y 33 

Weinstein, Brian (D-41) N Y Y N N Y Y Y Y 44 

Zarelli, Joseph (R-18) Y Y Y Y Y N Y N Y 100 

 
 Governor’s Voting Record  - 50% 

 
Eminent Domain (HB 2016)  Not delivered to Governor 
 
Field of Dreams (HB 2082)  Not delivered to Governor 
 
Cougar Hunting Pilot Program (HB 2438)  Governor signed – WFB supported 
 
Flooding & Erosion (HB 2525)  Governor signed – WFB supported 
 
Health Insurance Partnership (HB 2537)   Governor signed – WFB opposed 
 
Climate Change (HB 2815) Governor signed – WFB opposed 
 
Workers’ Compensation (HB 3387)  Not delivered to Governor 
  
Health Care Road Show (SB 6333) Governor signed – WFB opposed 
 
Local Farms – Health Kids (SB 6483) Governor signed – WFB supported 
 
GMA/Climate Change (SB 6580) Governor signed/Partial veto – WFB opposed 
 
Columbia River – Lake Roosevelt (SB 6874)  Governor signed – WFB supported 

 



WASHINGTON STATE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
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PERCENTAGE  

Farm Bureau Position Y Y Y Y N Y N Y N Y   

Vote Count 96-1 96-1 66-29 87-8 54-40 32-61 63-31 93-1 58-35 95-1   

Ahern, John (R-06) Y Y Y Y N Y N Y N Y 100 

Alexander, Gary (R-20) Y Y Y Y N Y N Y N Y 100 

Anderson, Glenn (R-5) Y Y Y Y N Y N Y N Y 100 

Appleton, Sherry (D-23) Y Y N Y Y N Y Y Y Y 50 

Armstrong, Mike (R-12) Y Y Y Y N Y N Y N Y 100 

Bailey, Barbara (R-10) Y Y Y Y N Y N Y N Y 100 

Barlow, Don (D-6) Y Y Y Y Y N Y Y Y Y 60 

Blake, Brian (D-19) Y Y Y Y N N Y Y N Y 80 

Campbell, Tom (R-2) Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y 70 

Chandler, Bruce (R-15) Y Y Y Y N Y N Y N Y 100 

Chase, Maralyn (D-32) Y Y Y Y Y N Y Y Y Y 60 

Chopp, Frank (D-43) Y Y Y Y Y N Y Y Y Y 60 

Clibborn, Judy (D-41) Y Y Y Y Y N Y Y Y Y 60 

Cody, Eileen (D-34) Y Y N N Y N Y Y Y Y 40 

Condotta, Cary (R-12) Y Y Y Y N Y N Y N Y 100 

Conway, Steve (D-29) Y Y Y Y Y N Y Y Y Y 60 

Crouse, Larry (R-4) Y Y Y Y N Y N Y N Y 100 

Darneille, Jeannie (D-27) Y N E E Y N Y Y Y Y 36 

DeBolt, Richard (R-20) Y Y Y Y N Y N Y N Y 100 

Dickerson, Mary Lou (D-36) Y Y Y Y Y N Y Y Y Y 60 

Dunn, Jim (R-17) N Y Y Y N Y N N N Y 80 

Dunshee, Hans (D-44) Y Y N N Y N Y Y Y Y 40 

Eddy, Deborah (D-48) Y Y Y Y Y N Y Y Y Y 60 

Eickmeyer, Bill (D-35) Y Y Y Y N E E E E E 95 

Ericks, Mark (D-1) Y Y Y Y Y N Y Y Y Y 60 

Ericksen, Doug (R-42) Y Y Y Y N Y N Y N N 90 

Flannigan, Dennis (D-27) Y Y E E E N Y Y Y Y 54 

Fromhold, Bill (D-49) Y Y Y Y Y N Y Y Y Y 60 

Goodman, Roger (D-45) Y Y N Y Y N Y Y Y Y 50 

Grant, Bill (D-16) Y Y Y Y N N Y Y N Y 80 

Green, Tami (D-28) Y Y N Y Y N Y Y Y Y 50 

Haigh, Kathy (D-35) Y Y Y Y Y N Y Y Y Y 60 

* No vote taken in the Senate 
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PERCENTAGE  

Farm Bureau Position Y Y Y Y N Y N Y N Y   

Vote Count 96-1 96-1 66-29 87-8 54-40 32-61 63-31 93-1 58-35 95-1   

Haler, Larry (R-08) Y Y Y Y N Y N Y N Y 100 

Hankins, Shirley (R-08) Y Y Y Y N Y N Y N Y 100 

Hasegawa, Bob (D-11) Y Y Y Y Y N Y Y Y Y 60 

Herrera, Jaime (R-18) Y Y Y Y N Y N Y N Y 100 

Hinkle, Bill (R-13) Y Y Y Y N Y N Y N Y 100 

Hudgins, Zack (D-11) Y Y N N Y N Y Y Y Y 40 

Hunt, Sam (D-22) Y Y N Y Y N Y Y Y Y 50 

Hunter, Ross (D-48) Y Y N Y Y E Y Y E Y 61 

Hurst, Christopher (D-31) Y Y Y Y N N Y Y Y Y 70 

Jarrett, Fred (R-41) Y Y Y Y Y N Y Y Y Y 60 

Kagi, Ruth (D-32) Y Y N N Y N Y Y Y Y 40 

Kelley, Troy (D-28) Y Y Y Y N N Y Y Y Y 70 

Kenney, Phyllis (D-46) Y Y Y Y Y N Y Y Y Y 60 

Kessler, Lynn (D-24) Y Y Y Y N N Y Y N Y 80 

Kirby, Steve (D-29) Y Y Y Y Y N Y Y Y Y 60 

Kretz, Joel (R-07) Y Y Y Y N Y N Y N Y 100 

Kristiansen, Dan (R-39) Y Y Y Y N Y N Y N Y 100 

Lantz, Pat (D-26) Y Y N Y Y N Y Y Y Y 50 

Liias, Marko (D-21) Y Y N Y Y N Y Y Y Y 50 

Linville, Kelli (D-42) Y Y Y Y Y N Y Y Y Y 60 

Loomis, Liz (D-44) Y Y N Y Y N Y Y Y Y 50 

McCoy, John (D-38) Y Y N N Y N Y Y Y Y 40 

McCune, Jim (R-2) Y Y Y Y N Y N Y N Y 100 

McDonald, Joyce (R-25) Y Y Y Y N Y N Y N Y 100 

McIntire, Jim (D-46) Y Y N Y Y N Y Y Y Y 50 

Miloscia, Mark (D-30) Y Y N Y Y N Y Y Y Y 50 

Moeller, Jim (D-49) Y Y Y Y Y N Y Y Y Y 60 

Morrell, Dawn (D-25) Y Y N Y Y N Y Y Y Y 50 

Morris, Jeff (D-40) Y Y N Y Y N Y Y Y Y 50 

Nelson, Sharon (D-34) Y Y N N Y N Y Y Y Y 40 

Newhouse, Dan (R-15) Y Y Y Y N Y N Y N Y 100 

O'Brien, Al (D-1) Y Y Y Y N N Y Y Y Y 70 

Orcutt, Ed (R-18) Y Y Y Y N Y N Y N Y 100 

Ormsby, Timm (D-3) Y Y Y Y Y N Y Y Y Y 60 
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PERCENTAGE  

Farm Bureau Position Y Y Y Y N Y N Y N Y   

Vote Count 96-1 96-1 66-29 87-8 54-40 32-61 63-31 93-1 58-35 95-1   

Pearson, Kirk (R-39) Y Y Y Y N Y N Y N Y 100 

Pedersen, Jamie (D-43) Y Y N Y Y N Y Y Y Y 50 

Pettigrew, Eric (D-37) Y Y Y Y Y N Y Y Y Y 60 

Priest, Skip (R-30) Y Y Y Y N Y N Y Y Y 90 

Quall, Dave (D-40) Y Y N Y Y N Y Y Y Y 50 

Roach, Dan (R-31) Y Y Y Y N Y N Y N Y 100 

Roberts, Mary Helen (D-21) Y Y N Y Y N Y E Y Y 43 

Rodne, Jay (R-5) Y Y Y Y N Y N Y N Y 100 

Rolfes, Christine (D-23) Y Y N Y Y N Y Y Y Y 50 

Ross, Charles (R-14) Y Y Y Y N Y N Y N Y 100 

Santos, Sharon Tomiko (D-37) Y Y N Y Y N Y Y Y Y 50 

Schindler, Lynn (R-4) Y Y Y Y N Y N Y N Y 100 

Schmick, Joe (R-9) Y Y Y Y N Y N Y N Y 100 

Schual-Berke, Shay (D-33) Y Y N Y E N Y Y Y Y 55 

Seaquist, Larry (D-26) Y Y N Y Y N Y Y Y Y 50 

Sells, Mike (D-38) Y Y Y Y Y N Y Y Y Y 60 

Simpson, Geoff (D-47) Y Y N N Y N Y Y Y Y 40 

Skinner, Mary (R-14) Y Y Y Y E E E Y E Y 96 

Smith, Norma (R-10) Y Y Y Y N Y N Y N Y 100 

Sommers, Helen (D-36) Y Y N Y Y N Y Y Y Y 50 

Springer, Larry (D-45) Y Y Y Y Y N Y Y Y Y 60 

Sullivan, Pat (D-47) Y Y N Y Y N Y Y Y Y 50 

Sump, Bob (R-7) Y Y Y Y N E E E E Y 96 

Takko, Dean (D-19) Y Y Y Y N N Y Y N Y 80 

Upthegrove, Dave (D-33) Y Y N N Y N Y Y Y Y 40 

Van De Wege, Kevin (D-24) Y Y Y Y Y N Y Y N Y 70 

Wallace, Deb (D-17) Y Y Y Y Y N Y Y Y Y 60 

Walsh, Maureen (R-16) Y Y Y Y N Y N Y N Y 100 

Warnick, Judy (R-13) Y Y Y Y N Y N Y N Y 100 

Williams, Brendan (D-22) Y Y Y Y Y N Y Y Y Y 60 

Wood, Alex (D-3) Y Y Y Y Y N Y Y Y Y 60 

 


